[Influence of patients' age in the probabilistic models of mortality on admission in general internal medicine wards].
The predictive models of in-hospital mortality in the departments of Internal Medicine have not reached a generalized use. Our hypothesis is that the very elderly patients interfere in the models currently in use. In this observational, prospective cohort study, 1,500 patients admitted consecutively in the department of Internal Medicine were analysed. A logistic regression analysis based on the REMS model was used for the whole series and after segmenting it according to if the age of patients was 85 years or less, or more than 85 years. The global in-hospital mortality of the patients was 12%. Although the REMS model predicted a global mortality of 11.9%, sensitivity and specificity for an individual prediction were not satisfactory because the AUC was only 0.704. When the sample was split according to the age of patients, the model gained precision for the group ≤ 85 years (AUC 0.799), whereas it lost sensitivity and specificity for the group of patients > 85 years (AUC 0.66). Age of patients interferes in the general models of prediction of mortality in departments of Internal Medicine. There may be important variables in advanced age not taken into account in the predictive models nowadays available. We think that specific predictive models of in-hospital mortality in Internal Medicine should be designed for patients of advanced age.